Teach Professional Identity Through
Real-World Practice

A practical classroom resource drawn from decades of

experience coaching attorneys and organizational leaders
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Dear PLI,

How can | incorporate professional identity formation under ABA
Standard 303(b) into my course in a way that’s engaging, practical
and easy to teach?

—Seeking a Better Way

Dear Seeking a Better Way,

You are not alone. As law schools continue to emphasize professional
identity formation under ABA Standard 303(b), faculty are looking for
resources that move beyond theory and help students develop the
judgment, leadership, communication, and well-being practices essential
to successful legal careers.

Beyond the Courtroom is designed for exactly that purpose. It will give
students practical guidance for navigating the interpersonal, professional,
and leadership challenges they will encounter in practice.

The authors present practical strategies, reflection exercises, case
studies, and classroom-ready materials that make professional identity
formation engaging, relevant, and immediately applicable.

Proven Strategies from the Legal Field
for Leadership, Emotional Intelligence,
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Natalie Loeb

Founder and Co-CEO of Loeb
Leadership, Natalie Loeb is a
recognized expert in emotional
intelligence, workplace culture,
and leadership development.
With over 30 years of experience,
she has designed and delivered
leadership programs for top
organizations, including Skadden,
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP.
She holds a Master’s degree

in Industrial/Organizational
Psychology and is certified in
numerous assessment tools.

David B. Sarnoff

Founder of The Sarnoff Group,
David B. Sarnoff is a senior
leadership advisor who partners
with CEOs and executive
teams to drive organizational
performance and strategic
growth. Known for his practical,
results-oriented approach, he
focuses on translating leadership
vision into disciplined execution
and sustainable impact.
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Book Overview

Beyond the Courtroom is a practical guide to developing the
leadership and interpersonal skills needed to thrive in today’s
professional environment. Drawing on the authors’ decades of
experience, the book is organized into four sections — Leadership,
Management, Emotional Intelligence & Communication, and
Well-Being & Inclusion — and offers actionable insights, Key
Takeaways, and Action Items that readers can apply immediately.
Each section concludes with a Case Study and Facilitator’s Guide
designed to support discussion, reflection, and skills development in
classroom, training, and team-learning environments.

How the Book Supports Professional Identity Formation
Part 1: Leadership

Supports professional identity development through leadership,
judgment, accountability, and values-based decision-making.

Featured topics include:
+ Leading during technological change
* Providing stability during uncertain times
» Breaking cycles of toxic leadership

Part 2: Management

Focuses on professional relationships, mentorship, feedback,
supervision, and workplace responsibility.

Featured topics include:
+ Managing new associates
+ Creating a foundation for feedback
+ Understanding the value of performance reviews

Part 3: Emotional Intelligence & Communication

Develops the self-awareness, interpersonal effectiveness, and
professional conduct central to professional identity formation.

Featured topics include:
* The importance of praise
+ Conflict de-escalation
+ Navigating political and social tensions within the legal profession

Part 4: Well-Being & Inclusion

Supports sustainable professional development, resilience, inclusion,
and long-term career satisfaction.

Featured topics include:
* Prioritizing balance at work
* Preparing for law school and legal practice
+ Career transitions and “Life After Law”

BEYOND THE
COURTROOM

To learn more about
Beyond the Courtroom,
request an examination or
desk copy, or receive
course adoption support,
please contact
libraryrelations@pli.edu
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Built for Classroom Use
Designed with instructors in mind, the book includes:

Classroom-ready Case Studies and Facilitator’s Guides
Key Takeaways

Action ltems

Reflection exercises

Discussion prompts

Real-world workplace scenarios

Practical strategies students can apply immediately

These built-in teaching tools make the book easy to
incorporate into a full-semester course, a short seminar, or a
focused classroom module.

Student Learning Outcomes
After working with the book, students will be able to:

Apply leadership frameworks in professional settings
Use emotional intelligence in decision-making
Deliver constructive, effective feedback

Manage conflict productively

Build and maintain professional trust

Sustain performance in demanding environments
Better articulate their professional identity

Ideal for:

Professional identity formation courses
Leadership and management seminars
Professional responsibility courses
Lawyering skills courses

Legal practice and career-readiness courses
Capstone courses

Orientation and bridge programs
Skills-based workshops

Professional development programs
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